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discarded for a lighter, more flexible armor that was 

better suited for the hot climate of the Near East. 

However, the one area where the crusaders con­

tinually faltered was in leadership ability. Since there 

was no commanding officer, there was no one with the 

ultimate authority to make key decisions. In the siege of 

Antioch, this lack of command almost proved fatal. If 

Raymond of Toulouse had not been convinced by his fellow 

knights to allow Bohemond of Sicily to become ruler of 

Antioch, the Persians would have arrived at Antioch in 

time to destroy the Christian army. 

In many of the successful sieges the success was 

due primarily to the efforts of one man who assumed the 

role of leader. Bohemond of Sicily led the crusaders over 

the walls of Antioch. Duke Godfrey turned the tide in 

favor of the Christians on the third day of fierce fight­

ing at Jerusalem. By shattering the outworks on the 

northern end of the city and establishing a bridge between 

a tower and the wall, the Christian army was able to enter 

Jerusalem and overwhelm the inhabitants. During the Third 

Crusade, the siege of Acre was a stalemate until Richard 

the Lion Heart assumed command and personally directed the 

Christian attack. On the other hand, the Fifth Crusade 

failed because there was no decisive leadership. The man 
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responsible for the army's decision to attack the Sultan 

was the Duke of Bavaria, who had no knowledge of siege 

warfare or of the Egyptian terrain. 

When the crusaders returned to Western Europe they 

brought with them a greater knowledge and appreciation of 

siege warfare. Some of the things associated with siege 

warfare were retained by the Christians, The lighter armor 

replaced the heavy armor in Western Europe. Some siege­

craft, such as the mangonel, was retained by the crusaders 

and brought back to Western Europe."'" Greek fire was also 

introduced to the western world by the Christians. The 

siege technique of mining was employed in the West after 
3 

the crusades. 

Thus siege warfare, although known to the Romans*^ 

and to men of the Dark Ages, was not widely known in 

Western Europe in the Middle Ages. This type of warfare "^ 

was used extensively during the crusades and made such an 

impression upon the Christians that when they returned to 

Europe they brought the knowledge and practical experience 

of siege warfare, and made this knowledge known to the 

western world. 

Atiya, Crusade, Commerce, and Culture, p. 125. 
2 
Atiya, Crusade, Commerce, and Culture, p. 125. 
3 
Atiya, Crusade, Commerce, and Culture, p. 125. 
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PLATE I 

ONAGER 

Tunis, Weapons: A Pictorial History, p. 32 
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PLATE II 

MANGONEL' 

r 

'Tunis, Weapons; A Pictorial History, p. 55 
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PLATE III 

BALLISTA' 

'Tunis, Weapons: A Pictorial History, p. 55 
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/ ^ 

LARGE TREBUCHET 

'Tunis, Weapons; A Pictorial History, p. 56 
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PLATE V 

ARBALEST' 

^Tunis, Weapons; A Pictorial History, p. 73. 
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