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INTRODUCTION 

Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of this study is to provide a general framework 

for a greatly needed area! prehistory of the South Plains Associa­

tion of Governments region, known herein as S.P.A.G., or the central 

Llano Estacado and adjacent western Rolling Plains of Texas. This 

study should provide a stepping stone for future studies and more 

analytical research concerned with archaeological problems and the 

understanding of man's early activities within the area. 

Through the analysis of archaeological data acquired during 

S.P.A.G. research projects, the areal distribution and serial order 

of culturally and chronologically distinct prehistoric diagnostic 

materials, other artifacts, and debitage has been preliminarily 

determined. Relationships have been established from time period 

to time period between chronologically successive prehistoric 

cultures with their particular environmental settings in order to 

describe their technology, subsistence, seasonal round, settlement 

pattern, and environmental utilization of these consecutive groups 

or complexes. 

Method of Research 

The writer's involvement with S.P.A.G. projects from the 

spring of 1974 to the present as field and laboratory assistant and 

eventually assistant director, provided the basis for the conception 
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of this study. The thesis topic was proposed in the fall of 1976 

and accepted by the beginning of January 1977. The method, purpose 

and intended conclusions were outlined and research was begun. 

Sequential operational phases were: 

Step I: Completion of field work 

Step II: Acquisition and examination of bibliographical 

resources 

Step III: Attainment of new data and records from insti­

tutional and private sources 

Step IV: Mapping, recording and site record preparation of 

published and unpublished data of all reported sites in the S.P.A.G. 

area 

Step V: Analysis of site distribution and density, and 

environmental and microenvironmental data 

Step VI: Preparation of manuscript 

The first step involved the selection of locations within the 

S.P.A.G. region needed to provide a complete sample of the various 

topographic areas. Landowners were contacted and permission gained 

to provide land access for a careful investigation of the entire 

surface area to determine the number of concentrations of archaeo­

logical materials. Field work was conducted by Dr. Robert Campbell, 

or this writer with a work force ranging in size from three to eight. 

A consistent and repetitive pattern of investigation was utilized 

at all sites. Crew members formed a parallel line working abreast 

of one another with each repeating a specific transect in an assigned 



area. The completion of this survey provided a sample of the major 

variations of the topography within the S.P.A.G. region. Although 

the variations of topographic areas at the completion of the survey 

were not of equal size, each variant was sufficient to provide an 

adequate sample of a type of topography. 

After a thorough bibliographic inventory (Step II) had been 

made, available unpublished manuscripts concerning the archaeology of 

the area were examined. The primary sources of data were: University, 

departmental and personal library material, as well as S.P.A.G. area 

site records, maps and materials. Archaeological materials of the 

Department of Anthropology, Texas Tech University Museum, and some 

private collections were also studied. 

During step III some new information was obtained and inserted 

into the records. It is assumed that there are a number of sites 

known to individuals which have not been reported to the S.P.A.G. 

project at this date, but these should comprise no sizeable number 

and their inclusion would not significantly alter the basic statistics. 

In step IV, site records of sites were prepared for all locations 

known to have concentrations of archaeological materials as indicated 

in publications, manuscripts and collections. These locations of 

archaeological sites, or concentrations, were recorded on United States 

Geologic Survey Quadrangle Maps. In addition, the designations, their 

unique features and specific cultural content, were recorded in 

tabular form. 



In step V, locations of previous archaeological surveys, both 

extensive, that is, those which simply inventory archaeological 

sites and intensive surveys, those from which a sufficient body of 

data has been obtained to allow cultural identification, were 

plotted in an attempt to correlate them with certain kinds of 

ecozones. Areas were studied to determine the ecological setting, 

land forms, soils, flora, fauna, and available water. All pre­

historic archaeological sites (locations yielding evidence of occupa­

tion prior to historic documentation), were studied in terms of the 

environmental situation and cultural content. The chronological 

position of the sites was established for those containing diagnostic 

materials such as projectile points or pottery for which dates have 

been determined (Suhm, Kreiger and Jelks 1954). Once the temporal 

position of sites had been established, they could be plotted geo­

graphically and a correlation of the cultural type, and ecological 

setting could be assigned. For each time period, the unique types of 

materials were related to specific environmental features to determine 

the prehistoric activity patterns and attempts were made to determine 

which segments of the environment were utilized by the people at 

different time periods. Wherever possible those areas most likely 

suitable for residence, foraging or other activities were noted. 

In the final phase, the maps, tables (Campbell and Judd 1977) 

and illustrations were prepared and the final writing of the manu­

script was undertaken. 



Problems encountered in the study resulted from the use of site 

records provided by persons other than the writer; consequently 

most sites and materials were not examined first hand, and thus it 

was difficult to be certain that site records were sufficiently 

accurate to be used in this study. 

Only the cultural variations of projectile points and ceramics 

have been studied and consequently these serve as the sole criteria 

for establishing the position for sites. The temporal position 

of a site could not be determined unless diagnostic material had been 

obtained. In fact, of 990 sites only 130 had chronologically 

diagnostic material. This number is adequate to provide a suggestion 

of the number of sites from period to period, the preference of the 

occupants to environmental situations and their activity there. 

Many sites reported materials other than diagnostic artifacts, 

but the collecting of such materials undoubtedly occurred in a random 

manner. Such grab samples are now considered to be misleading and 

reveal less information of the entire material culture than a 

controlled surface collection (Mayer-Oakes 1977). fhus the technology 

and activity of the occupants of the site may be difficult to 

determine due to the distorted sample of tool types. 

Frequently, recovered material was not fully described as to 

industry, type, style or quantity of each. As has been noted by 

Jane Holden Kelley (1964:1) 

It is difficult to work with someone else's field data. The 
original investigator was not concerned with the problems 



one is investigating. The insights tucked away in the back 
of one's mind are not available to the person years later, 
or to one reading a site card. 

The majority of site reports came from non-professionals and there 

is no way to evaluate their strategy of collecting from sites or in 

reporting them. Nevertheless, the data that did appear was 

frequently suggestive, if not explicit, and was used wherever possible. 

Reported materials often displayed a collecting bias. As has 

been noted by Shafer (in press), there is a heavy bias in favor of 

collecting projectile points due to shape, beauty, and indications 

of antiquity and of hunting. 

Some inaccurate site locations presented difficulty in pin­

pointing the exact environmental situation of the site. For example, 

many locations of sites were originally plotted by recording the 

mileage and direction from a certain point. Later studies by the 

writer sometimes found that the site was not in the county originally 

designated by the reporter. However, it is assumed that the majority 

were properly located and therefore a preferred environmental situa­

tion for each successive cultural complex can be determined. 

Many of these surface collections showed a mixture of chrono­

logically diagnostic material, and this made it uncertain as to 

which of the materials were associated with which of the cultural 

complexes. If a high frequency of associated materials was found 

with relative consistency with one diagnostic artifact, it was 

determined that these materials indicate affiliation with this kind 

of tool rather than others which may have been present. 



As an example, a number of sites occupied between 500 B.C. and 

A.D. 500 had a higher frequency of side-end scrapers than was char­

acteristic of any other time period. Consequently it is the writer's 

judgment that this tool was used more in this period of time even 

though it may have been used before or after. In other words, this 

study is not concerned with whether or not an artifact or a combina­

tion of them were absolutely present or absent from one period but 

more with the variation in the popularity from period to period. 

An inequitable representation from each environmental zone 

resulted from the random nature of previous field work. Most 

materials were recovered from those areas wherein most professional 

and amateur archeologists are located—thus Lubbock County is better 

known and reported than Yoakum County which lies in the far west 

of the S.P.A.G. region. Reports have been obtained from each 

environmental variant within the region, providing a relatively 

accurate picture of its usage from period to period. 

Previous Work in the Area 

The earliest systematic archaeological investigation in the 

S.P.A.G. area was at the well-known Lubbock Lake Site under the 

direction of Joe Ben Wheat who conducted excavations here in 1939 

and 1941; the first report by Wheat was published in 1940 (Kelley 

1974:44; Wheat 1940:4-6; 1974:16). In the 1940's and 50's the 

Texas Memorial Museum renewed excavations at Lubbock Lake; the 

project was conducted by E. H. Sellards. Glen Evans and Grayson 
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Meade (Kelley 1974:46). In 1959-1960 projects were again under­

taken here; th i s time by Texas Tech Univers i ty , under the d i rect ion 

of Earl Green and Jane Holden Kelley. Texas Tech Museum Director 

Craig Black took d i rec t ion of excavations at Lubbock Lake in 1973; 

th i s project continues to the present (Holden 1974:14). A symposium 

held in 1974 discussed discoveries made at the Lubbock Lake Site 

in the broader context of early man in North America (Black 1974:8). 

Since then, zooarchaeological studies at th is s i te have been summarized 

(Johnson 1976a, 1976b). The Lubbock Lake Site consti tutes the 

ea r l i es t and most intensely investigated s i te in the S.P.A.G. area. 

More information on th is s i te w i l l soon be forthcoming. Publications 

w i l l include two Master's theses--"Investigations in to Modern and 

Late Pleistocene Flora at Lubbock Lake" by Jerome Thompson (1977 

personal communication) and "Cultural Chronology at the Lubbock 

Lake Si te" by Vance Hoil iday (1977 personal communication). A 

major volume on the Lake Site project is expected to be published 

by 1978 (Thompson 1977 personal communication). 

Another important s i te in the S.P.A.G. area reported in the 

1940's was the Plainview Site (Sel lards, Evans and Mead 1947). 

Field research outside the S.P.A.G. area at Blue Mountain Rock 

Shel ter , Winkler County, provided data applicable to understanding 

the prehistory of the Rol l ing Plains area (Holden 1938:10). The 

diagnostic material from th is s i te has been found d is t r ibu ted in 

the Rol l ing Plains which indicates that a s imi lar cu l tura l complex 

existed in both are-r.s. 



studies of sites and materials during the 30's and 40's 

contained information on corner-tanged artifacts, ceramics, shaft 

tools, flint sources and other artifacts and sites characteristic 

of the S.P.A.G. area (Kelley 1948; Patterson 1936; Pearce 1936: 

Watts 1939; Witte 1947). In these early decades of research 

interest was most concerned with paleoindian materials, or the 

earliest known cultural assemblage in the area (Fritz and Fritz 

1940; Roberts 1936; Sayles 1935). 

Following World War II interest in a broader view of the 

S.P.A.G. area prehistory began to unfold. During the 1950's field 

research was undertaken near Mound Lake, Coyote Lake, Yellowhouse 

Canyon and Lubbock Lake (Bryan 1953; Jennings 1952; Newcomb 1955; 

Wheat 1955). Field investigations increased during the 60's. 

Important excavations at the Andrews Lake Site, located south of 

the S.P.A.G. area, and its report supplied significant data for 

Llano Estacado area prehistory (Collins 1966, 1968). Excavations 

and surface surveys and collections within the area provided addi­

tional important data (Brown 1968; Green 1961; Harper and Shedd 1969; 

Parsons 1967; Riggs 1965a, 1965b, 1966, 1968; Runkles 1964; Word 1963, 

1965). In addition to the report of a burial from Yellowhouse Canyon 

in 1955 (Newcomb 1955) other burials were reported (Cockrum 1963; 

Shedd 1968; Suhm 1961), providing added details of prehistoric mortuary 

practices. Studies of rock art and unusual incised artifacts (Riggs 

1965b, 1969; Watts 1965) as well as ceramics were also reported 

(Collins 1969; Watts 1963) for the area. However, the interests of 


