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ctnge  Sifpiflesupe of $he roblem. IThe writer's
PoOrSOInRl Mmst‘ in the prodle. presented in this
atudy developed froa eonciderstion of transportation
fa0ilities for his owun sshool, an: the suggestions
of :tate antrhoritles eoncarning the nssd for :iore
oouplete inforuatien upon whien to base trensporta~
tion budpgeting procodure,

Seversl states heve published Gata eoneeraing
the ¢osts &und other fastorz of uchool transpertation,
based upon deteiled surveyas., IThere is nothing of
this nature available in de. Mdexico. <The plan of
tronaportstion nost sldely usc. in tii. state does
not regquire the koeplng of elaborate oost records,
or of any coxncideradble treasportation inforuation,
Az 30 fe. yuGords are oept, the schools of the
stato are not able to offer a great doal of iuforua-
tieon concerning transpertation.

In view of the faet that about cne wilar out
of every twaelvo of the sghools® goneral iunc is
spent for 4trsasportation, and that ao spesifio
study hes besn -ade of tiius factor, suoch & study



is obviowmsly of outatanding inmportanse. A study could
be mds !rriﬂ.ns at, mng other ti.. i, 8o equitable
basin for meiing budget allowancos for treansportation
purposes, and somparing He. lLexigo gosts .ith those of
othoy mountain region statecr,.

Desecription of the stete «ith jelation 39 Sohool
sraperortaticon. Hes lo:loo docs mot diifer .idely,
topographically or gaagraplxiaally; fro:: the other states
of the mountaln region, It hae it seai-~imolated
mountain section:, plsin: aresa, ilrrigated distriets,
and it nsar~devert sress, 7The density of the . ouvuls-
tion i8 muabhet lo.er than in states near-dby. lost of
the population 18 inm cosoun:.tles or limited distriet |
with sonsideyedle aress, apsriely settled, still in
ransh lend or forsstia,

0f the 31 ocunties in the state, 12 ¢o0ulid de uald
to be 1n tne plaine section, 12 in the mountaian sestion,
and 7 inelude both mountain and plains areas, All of
the oocunties have school tranaporiation for thoue entitled
. 1t.by 1., alghough the percentuge of the sehool
trsaported population variss grestly auong the couulles,

The olimatic oomiitions are such that, sxith very
fovw sxoeptions, 1t 18 guits poascidls to e the sghool

busses in operation throughout the entire sshool yoar,
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$he rouds are of the dirt or graveleu surfage type

«i%th omly ecoasional atretches that ars olled or paved,
axoept along dusignatec state highuaye,

apere are & fo. plauoes in the aounteins or in the

ranching areas where tho usa:xity of the population is

80 lo. that transportation is not attempted, One-roon
eshoola ere the rale in suon cistr.cta, Jnis sparsely
sottled oondltion #ould so usterislly inovesase trans~
portation oosta, or make such transportation so nearly
prohibitive that consolication .. suen ulvtricte ~ould
be Llorractlicable, The majority of the population of

the state, ho.evor, i8 30 locutod that tne oporation

of the sehool transportetion i but very iittle difieront
froa L2t of oty atate: in this regione

cbatonert o Lhe Problma, Jhe 3peciiie problea of

$his ctudy is thet of sohool transportation costs for
the state of Hew lexico. 2£he problem has deen attacked
from three separate but closely alllaed sugles, #.iick
are a8 follows:

1, A deteymination of the couts of aonool transe
portation i: Her lexleo ‘n compariecn zith
eorresponding costs in other states; and also
wi%h suoh co#ts in the Unitsa (tates aa & hole,

8¢ A dotexnination of the relutive coots of senool



4

Srensportation in comparison .ith the followings

a. The general eostz of the 8chool,

b. Other specific exrenditures suoh sa, teschors'
salaries, and

0. Fower small schools :itnout transportation,
versus, larger, better equipped senhools «ith
transportation,

3. A& determimation of soms of the posaible osuses
of the wariations 1n’coata of achool $ransporta-
tion, b#se& on coundy snd district ocoaparisons
of costs per mile, cae%a per pupil per mile, and
costs por pupll; to offer sugzestioas for the
¢lininatlion of certain wvariations in costs; and
to establish some equitable basgis for .uking
budget allowantes for trensportation purposes.

Definiticns, Insammch &3 approximately $56 per

‘gent of the sehool tuzses o. Ho. idexico are operated

on the contract basis, any coaverisens, witaln the

atate, betveen this system and that o! the sonool~-

osned systexn would bs nislesading. The praéent study

makes no distinotion botwsen the two systens.
'In,thia study the following terms will be used;
Coet per bus mile-~-Totermined by dividing the

co8t of the bus per da&y by the number of miles ia
making the route,
Cost per pupil-Bterminsd by dividing the cost



of the bus per month bty the nuabor of puplls treas~
ported., Ihe monthly bus eost i: : ou in t:iv study
in viev of the foet that =omo of the aschools heving
treansportation do not nave & full nine moaths tern,

Zhe pupil =mils cogt~-Detarminod by .ividing the
nuvber of puplls otrriec by the cost per bus mile.

Gome z6)l Bghool fund-=The total Junu. used fer sohool
PRrposes, |

daintonsnoo Lud=~That part of tho senool®s money
that is derived fron gountyewide taxation.

Other heasdings are sslf-explunatory, or, will be
axplained as nsod.







